WHAT’S ON
For the first time, Kendal Poetry Festival will be a hybrid festival - with events taking place online and at venues in Kendal. Our main festival venue is the Brewery Arts Centre, who have worked with us to develop a digital festival with a range of readings, workshops and discussions simultaneously in person and online.
We will also be hosting the ‘Painting the Poets’ exhibition by artist Clae Eastgate at Space2Create, with “Meet the Artist” events running throughout the weekend. Kendal Library will celebrate northern poets in collaboration with New Writing North, and our youngest audience members will be welcomed to the Wordsworth Grasmere Rucksack of Rhymes.
This year, we have a Children’s Poetry strand, headed up by Mhairi Helme, with a full day of events for Kendal schoolchildren taking place at the Brewery and at Kendal’s Outside-In play centre.
There’s a huge variety of events to choose from - open mics to workshops, exhibitions to discussions, poetry readings to afternoon teas. We hope you enjoy browsing through the programme.

FESTIVAL PASS
A limited number (35) of Weekend Passes are available at £45. This price includes all of the Readings, Talks, Discussions and Open Mics taking place on Friday, Saturday and Sunday of the festival. It does not include the ‘Opening Doors’ Open Mic on Thursday night, the Brewery Poets Afternoon Tea or entry to Workshops.
This pass will give you access to eleven readings and open mics – saving you £10 (if you bought each ticket individually).
To buy a Festival Pass:
· Head to the Brewery Arts Centre
· Buy a Festival Pass
Once you have bought your Festival Pass, you then need to put into your basket all of the events you would like to attend. Any £5 events selected will be then put through as free events. Please book free events as well, so we know what numbers to expect.
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-festival-pass-ticket/

POETRY TRAIL
Thursday 23rd - Sunday 26th June
Around Kendal

Keep an eye out for our Poetry Trail, featuring work from Dove Cottage Young Poets and the young writers of Kendal! 


PAINTING THE POETS EXHIBITION
Thursday 23rd - Sunday 26th June
Space2Create, The Factory

Painting the Poets is a collection of painted portraits by Clae Eastgate which celebrates the lives and work of some of the UK’s finest poets. Clae is creating a legacy project documenting an unprecedented time in history in which a growing cohort of women are making their voices heard through writing and performing poetry which brings fresh perspectives to contemporary issues and mores. The vibrant portraits reflect the rich diversity of the UK’s poets; the art of portraiture and the poetry of these powerful voices merging together.

CHILDREN’S POETRY DAY Ages 11-14  
Thursday 23rd June 9.30am-2.30pm
Brewery Arts Centre

The poet Matt Abbott will be running sessions at The Brewery Arts Centre, on Thursday 23rd June for students in Years 7-9.

Join celebrated children’s poet and acclaimed performer Matt Abbott for a spoken word poetry performance bonanza! Pupils will be shown how to bring their poems to life and boost their confidence when it comes to public speaking in general.

With a range of exercises based on pacing, diction, and tone, pupils will learn to get the most out of the text that they’re sharing. There’ll also be a writing-based exercise that will help smaller groups of pupils to create example poems for them to then perform during the workshop.

A dynamic, accessible workshop to inject fun into poetry and performance!

Morning Session 9.30 - 11.30am
Afternoon Session 12.30 - 2.30pm

Tickets £2.50 per pupil. Schools should choose either the morning session or the afternoon session. Capacity capped at 100 per session.

For more details and to book this event, please contact mhairi@mhairihelme.com

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-childrens-poetry-ages-11-14/
CHILDREN’S POETRY DAY Ages 7-8
Thursday 23rd June 9.30am-2.30pm
Outside In

The poet Matt Goodfellow will be running two sessions at Outside In, on Thursday 23rd June for students in Year 3.

Tickets £2.50 per pupil. Capacity capped at 30.

Join celebrated children's poet and acclaimed performer Matt Goodfellow for an interactive and fun poetry workshop. There will be time for breaks and play included in the workshop.

Morning Session 9.30 - 11.30am
Afternoon Session 12.30 - 2.30pm

If you would like more information before booking, please contact mhairi@mhairihelme.com

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-childrens-poetry-ages-7-8/


OPENING DOORS – OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Thursday 23rd June 7.30-9.30pm
The Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre 

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 online
Tickets: £5 in person

Start your festival experience with an open mic event at the Brewery Arts Centre. Hosted by festival directors Clare Shaw and Kim Moore.  Whether you want to perform your own poetry – or just sit and listen to a varied and lively evening of poetic voices – this event is open to all. Sign up by emailing team@kendalpoetryfestival.co.uk for a five minute slot and include ‘Opening Doors Open Mic’ in the subject line.   Please be sure to specify whether you will be reading online or in-person. 

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/opening-doors-open-mic-night/


WRITING HOUR WITH CLARE SHAW 
Friday 24th June 9.00-10.00am
The Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre
HYBRID
Tickets: Free (must be booked in advance)
Join the festival directors every morning for an early morning Writing Hour. You will be given a simple prompt and then we will all write together for one hour. No excuses, no interruptions!
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-friday-morning-writing-hour/


RUCKSACK OF RHYMES - SUMMER GARDEN WITH WORDSWORTH GRASMERE
Friday 24th June 10.00-11.00am
Kendal Library
IN PERSON ONLY
For children age 0-5yrs
Tickets: Free (just turn up!)
Explore themes in the poetry of William Wordsworth through songs, crafts and a story. Then play with Summer Garden toys from the Rucksack of Rhymes .


NEW WRITING NORTH AWARD WINNERS EVENT 
Friday 24th June 11.00am-12.00noon
Kendal Library, Pennington Room
HYBRID
Tickets: Free in person (max. 35)
Tickets: Free online
Must be booked in advanceEstablished in 2000, the Northern Writers’ Awards supports work-in-progress by new, emerging and established writers across the North of England. Join prize winners Katie Hale, Suzannah Evans and Amelia Loulli for a celebration of wonderful northern poetry! Hosted by Will Mackie from New Writing North. There will be time for a question and answer session about the awards.
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-new-writing-north-award/


PAINTING THE POETS WITH CLAE EASTGATE AND JOELLE TAYLOR
Friday 24th June 1.00-2.00pm 
Space2Create, The Factory
HYBRID
Tickets: £5 in person (max. 35)
Tickets: £5 online

Join us for the opening event of this extraordinary exhibition with artist Clae Eastgate. Painting the Poets is a collection of painted portraits which document the growing cohort of women making their voices heard through writing and performing poetry. The vibrant portraits reflect the rich diversity of the UK’s poets; the art of portraiture and the poetry of these powerful voices merging together. Spot some of our wonderful readers amongst the portraits!  

Clae Eastgate will be in conversation with one of her subjects -  TS Eliot Prize winner Joelle Taylor -  to discuss the exhibition, and how poetry and art can document and spur transformation. There will be time for questions from the audience and of course, time to view the portraits. 

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-painting-the-poets-with-clae-eastgate/


PORTRAITS IN POETRY 
Friday 24th June 2.30-3.30pm
Space2Create, The Factory

IN PERSON ONLY
Tickets: Free (max. 35)
Must be booked in advance

In the run-up to the festival, young people from Kendal took part in a series of workshops exploring portraits in poetry - using words to create vivid pictures of themselves and others. With Clae Eastgate’s portraits as a backdrop, we’ll showcase some of the amazing work produced by Kendal’s talented young writers.   

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-portraits-in-poetry/


AFTERNOON TEA WITH BREWERY POETS 
Friday 24th June 4.00-5.00pm 
The Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre

IN PERSON ONLY
Tickets: £8 (max. 40)

Kendal’s Brewery Poets have been meeting for over thirty years and are the driving force behind the Kendal Poetry Festival. Join us at this unique event for afternoon tea with a big helping of South Cumbria’s finest contemporary poetry, hosted by Brewery Poet Pauline Yarwood. Ticket price includes tea or coffee and a scone with jam and cream.  

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-afternoon-tea-with-brewery-poets/



DOVE COTTAGE YOUNG POETS WORKSHOP  WITH NAFEESA HAMID

Friday 24th June 4-6pm
Space2Create, The Factory 
HYBRID
Free, but must be booked in advance  
(For young writers between the age of 14 and 21)
Dove Cottage Young Poets meet fortnightly to read, write and discuss poetry. If you are aged between 14 and 21 and enjoy writing poetry, come and join this friendly group of young writers for “Where I'm From: Poetry and Places”: a workshop led by Nafeesa Hamid. 
Nafeesa says ”In this workshop, we’ll find inspiration for poetry/ creative writing from the places we are from, our current environments, and the places we are moving towards. We will look at the journeys we take to get from place to place and the stories we collect along the way. The second part of the workshop will focus on learning how to perform our poems effectively and confidently. I look forwards to welcoming you all!”
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-dove-cottage-young-poets-workshop-with-nafeesa-hamid/


FESTIVAL LAUNCH 
Friday 24th June 6.00-7.00pm 
The Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre
HYBRID
Tickets: Free
Everyone is welcome to the Festival Launch. Celebrate our return to Kendal with music, wine, and of course - poetry! The festival will be officially opened by the artist, Clae Eastgate, and will feature performances from our Young Poet in Residence and our Young Musician in Residence. 
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-festival-launch/


MAIN READING – JOELLE TAYLOR & IMTIAZ DHARKAR
Friday 24th June 7.30-9.30pm 
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 in person
Tickets: £5 online

Join us for the opening of the festival with an electric night of poetry from Joelle Taylor and Imtiaz Dharkar. Joelle Taylor won the TS Eliot Prize in 2022 for C+nto,  a lyrical, expansive, genre-bending dive into butch counter-culture. Over her six acclaimed collections, Imtiaz Dharkar’s work has ranged between love and loss, home and exile and public and private history. Both poets are celebrated for their performances - this will be a night to remember!

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-main-reading-joelle-taylor-imtiaz-dharkar/


WRITING HOUR 
Saturday 25th June 9.00-10.00am 
The Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre
HYBRID
Tickets: Free
Must be booked in advance
Join the festival directors every morning for an early morning Writing Hour. You will be given a simple prompt and then we will all write together for one hour. No excuses, no interruptions!
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-saturday-morning-writing-hour/


WRITING WORKSHOP WITH CAROLA LUTHER 
Saturday 25th June 10.30am-1.30pm 
The Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre
HYBRID
Tickets: £16.50 online
Tickets: £16.50 in person
Max. 16

My friends the animals: making and shaping “nature” poems for our times.

Carola Luther’s Walking the Animals (Carcanet, 2004) was shortlisted for the Forward Prize for First Collection. Her most recent poetry collection On the Way to Jerusalem Farm was published by Carcanet Press in September 2021. In this workshop, you will explore differing perspectives in poems about the “natural world”, whilst challenging your usual formal choices. Working from other people’s poems, and writing from prompts, you will think about shapes and progressions in your drafts and notes: how they could speak to your current experiences of the world, and to the sense of the poem that is emerging.

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-writing-workshop-with-carola-luther/


MAIN READING – PAUL BATCHELOR & RACHEL MANN 
Saturday 25th June 11.00am-1.00pm 
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 online
Tickets: £5 in-person

Paul Batchelor will join us to read from his long-awaited second collection Acts of Oblivion (Carcanet, 2022). This is a stunning book, full of poems which contain intense moments of lyricism, balanced with the expansiveness of the novel in their treatment of history and place. Rachel Mann is an Anglican priest and a poet. In her mesmerising debut A Kingdom of Love (Carcanet, 2019) she tackles themes such as the nature of belief, suffering and love in work rich with allusions and full of sensuality. 

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-main-reading-paul-batchelor-and-rachel-mann/


MEET THE ARTIST with Clae Eastgate
Saturday 25th June 1.15-2.15pm
Space2Create, The Factory

IN PERSON ONLY
Tickets: Free

Meet the extraordinary artist Clae Eastgate, for a tour of the 'Painting the Poets' exhibition and an informal discussion about the inspiration behind her work.  
 
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-meet-the-artist-with-clae-eastgate/


WRITING WORKSHOP WITH NAFEESA HAMID
Saturday 25th June 2.00-4.00pm 
The Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre
HYBRID
Tickets: £16.50 online
Tickets: £16.50 in person
Max. 16
Where I'm From: Poetry and Places 

Finding inspiration for poetry/ creative writing from the places we are from, our current environments, and the places we are moving towards. We will look at the journeys we take to get from place to place and the stories we collect along the way. The second part of the workshop will focus on learning how to perform our poems effectively and confidently. I look forward to welcoming you all.

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-writing-workshop-with-nafeesa-hamid/



MAIN READING – JANE BURNS & VICTORIA ADUKWEI BULLEY 
Saturday 25th June 2.30pm-4.30pm 
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 in person
Tickets: £5 online

Jane Burn is a Pushcart/Forward Prize nominated, multi award-winning, widely anthologised poet and author. She will be reading from her latest collection, Be Feared (Nine Arches Press, 2021) - a rebellious, bloody, spell-binding expression of what it means to be a working-class, neuro-divergent woman. Victoria Adukwei Bulley will be reading from her long-awaited debut collection Quiet (Faber, 2022) - a book already heralded as a ‘seismic event’ (Kayo Chingonyi) in its exploration of black interiority, intimacy and selfhood. 
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-main-reading-jane-burn-and-victoria-adukwei-bulley/


POETRY ACROSS BORDERS - WITH KATEŘINA RUDČENKOVÁ AND MILAN DESINSKY 
Saturday 25th June 5.00-6.00pm 
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 online
Tickets: £5 in-person

Supported by the Czech Literary Centre

Join us for this extraordinary event where we will hear from two Czech poets, Kateřina Rudčenková’s and  Milan Děžinský.  Milan Děžinský,   will be reading from his collection A Secret Life, recently published by Blue Diode Press, whilst  Kateřina Rudčenková will be reading for the first time in the UK from her Dream of a Journey: Selected Poems (Parthian, 2021).

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-poetry-across-borders-with-katerina-rudcenkovas-and-milan-dezinsky/


MAIN READING – DANIEL SLUMAN & JOHN GLENDAY
Saturday 25th June 7.00-9.00pm 
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 online
Tickets: £5 in-person

Daniel Sluman’s third collection single window (Nine Arches Press, 2021) is a hyper-confessional hybrid memoir of poetry and images that explores the experience of disabled people living in Britain.  Loneliness and pain co-exist with unconditional love and moments of intimacy in this stunning collection.  John Glenday’s Selected Poems showcases the range of a poet often celebrated for the spirituality at the heart of his work. Forcefull directness, moving elegies, a quick witted humour and the honouring of silence as a form of prayer can all be found in his work.

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-main-reading-daniel-sluman-and-john-glenday/


LATE NIGHT OPEN MIC WITH ANN GRANT 
Saturday 25th June 9.30-11.00pm 
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre
HYBRID
£5 online
£5 in-person
Ann Grant returns with the Late Night Open Mic – a festival favourite. Come along to take part or just sit back and listen to a variety of voices in a high energy and fun event. Email annthepoet@gmail.com with ‘Kendal Poetry Festival’ in the title. Please be sure to specify whether you will be reading online or in-person. 
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-late-night-open-mic-with-ann-grant/


WRITING HOUR 
Sunday 26th June 9.00-10.00am 
Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre
HYBRID
Tickets: Free
Must be booked in advanceJoin the directors of Kendal Poetry Festival every morning for an early morning Writing Hour. You will be given a simple prompt and then we will all write together for one hour. No excuses, no interruptions!
Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-sunday-morning-writing-hour/


WORKSHOP WITH DON PATERSON 
Sunday 26th June, 10.30am-12.30pm 
Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £16.50 in person
Tickets: £16.50 online
Max. 16

A chance to read, write and talk about poetry with Don Paterson, winner of the Whitbread Poetry Prize, the Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize, the Costa Poetry Award, all three Forward Prizes, and on two occasions, the T.S Eliot Prize.

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-workshop-with-don-paterson/


MAIN READING – NAFEESA HAMID & CAROLA LUTHER 
Sunday 26th June 11.00am-1.00pm 
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 in person
Tickets: £5 online

Carola Luther was a popular Poet-in-Residence at Wordsworth Grasmere, and she makes a welcome return to Cumbria to read from her stunning third collection On the Way to Jerusalem Farm (Carcanet, 2021). Nafeesa Hamid’s debut collection Besharam (Verve, 2018)  is an extraordinary and evocative book that explores our preconceptions of girlhood and motherhood - ‘a necessary and potent meditation on the meaning of Womanhood’ (Joelle Taylor).

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-main-reading-nafeesa-hamid-carola-luther-in-person/


MEET THE ARTIST with Clae Eastgate
Sunday 25th June 1.15-2.15pm 
Space2Create, The Factory

IN PERSON ONLY
Tickets: Free

Meet the extraordinary artist Clae Eastgate, for a tour of the 'Painting the Poets' exhibition and an informal discussion about the inspiration behind her work.   

Book tickets: https


TALK/DISCUSSION: WHY I WRITE POETRY 
Sunday 26th June 2.30-3.30pm
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 in person
Tickets: £5 online

What motivates poets in the 21st century? How do they find their voice? What themes and subject matters inspire them? How do they cope with set-backs and deal with success? What keeps them writing? Why I Write Poetry (Nine Arches, 2021) contains 25 thought-provoking essays that explore these questions and many more. Editor Ian Humphreys and contributors Daniel Sluman and Rachel Mann will read from the book and discuss their writing practice and their relationship with poetry.  There will also be time for questions from the audience. 

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-why-i-write-poetry-talk-discussion-in-person/


TALK/DISCUSSION: THE EDITOR’S PERSPECTIVE
Sunday 26th June 4.00-5.00pm
The Warehouse, Brewery Arts Centre

HYBRID
Tickets: £5 online
Tickets: £5 in person

Poetry Birmingham Literary Journal was first published in 2019 and has already been heralded for its ‘intellectually lithe and provocative editorials’ (Rory Waterman, The TLS).  Join Editor Naush Sabah as she reads her favourite recent pieces from the journal, and discusses her experiences of editing and what she looks for in a submission.  There will be time for questions from the audience. 

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-poetry-birmingham-the-editors-perspective-talk-discussion/

MAIN READING – DON PATERSON & NAUSH SABAH
Sunday 26th June 5.30-7.30pm
Theatre, Brewery Arts Centre
HYBRID
Tickets: £5 online
Tickets: £5 in person

Don Paterson’s latest collection Zonal (Faber, 2020) takes as its starting point the classic television series The Twilight Zone to create a collection that is a genre-bending experiment in science-fiction, autobiography and all the spaces in-between. Naush Sabah’s debut pamphlet Litanies (Guillemot Press, 2021) uses Sufi prayers and sacred texts as a starting point to explore doubt, dissent and dislocation.  

Book tickets: https://www.breweryarts.co.uk/event/kpf22-main-reading-don-paterson-naush-sabah-in-person/

